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April is Preparedness Month in Washington;
Statewide Drop, Cover, Hold Drill Set for April 22

CAMP MURRAY – April is Disaster Preparedness month in Washington.
Government agencies, businesses, schools and citizens will use Preparedness Month to
review emergency response plans and to participate in the statewide earthquake drill on
April 22.

Washington’s Military Department, Emergency Management Division (EMD),
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and city and county emergency
management agencies will highlight the importance of practicing preparedness and
increasing awareness of disaster planning during the month-long campaign, said Gov.
Gary Locke.

“I encourage all citizens to increase their knowledge and awareness of proper
safety measures to follow before, during, and after a natural or man-made disaster,”
Locke said.

According to U.S. Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency
Management Agency Regional Director John Pennington, it's a good time to take a break
from our workaday routine to reevaluate our disaster preparedness plans and restock
emergency kits.

"Calendar observances like Disaster Preparedness Month help us stop 'meaning to
do the right thing,' and actually carve out the time to do it," said Pennington. "A current
all-hazards disaster preparedness plan and emergency kit that allows for three days of
reasonable self-sufficiency in terms of food, water and prescription medication is
everyone's responsibility."

Preparedness month activities include a statewide earthquake drill on April 22
between 9:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. The drill will commence with a statewide Emergency
Alert System message over radio and television stations about what to do when the
ground starts to shake.

Disaster preparedness materials will feature a state roadmap with preparedness
planning tips and historical information, a preparedness calendar, a disaster preparedness
handbook, and 9-1-1 information and materials for both adults and children.
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For further assistance with disaster planning, persons may contact local
emergency management offices. A listing of those offices can be found on EMD’s
website at www.emd.wa.gov . Campaign materials also are available to download from
the EMD website. Barbara Everette Thurman, EMD public education manager, can
provide additional preparedness information at (253) 512-7047.
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